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PREFACE

Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan

Issues and Alternatives

During the early Spring of 2009 discussions took place focused on representatives
of groups, organisations and business in 8 areas of the County Borough.

This is a summary of the points raised in the Neath meeting which took place in the
Neath Civic Centre on 17th February 2009.

Further comments and suggestions will be welcomed; both from those who took part
and any member of the community. In order to help us in preparing the next stage
of the Plan we would be grateful for any comments and suggestions to be sent to us
by 31st May 2009.

The comments and suggestions will be investigated and when we report back in the
next stage of the Plan (the Key choices) we will report back on them.
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1.1 Likes/distinctiveness and need to protect and improve

1.1.1 Neath itself, and its people, has an identity – Rugby/market town with good
mix of people and architecture.

1.1.2 Neath town and surrounding villages generally have a good built environment,
but need to guard against over development.

1.1.3 Neath town is a good focal point for the community - The loss of shops has
affected the town already – we need incentives to attract retail back.

1.1.4 Historic buildings – need to be protected.

1.1.5 Natural environment in the Neath area is particularly attractive and should
be capitalised on (canal, forestry and open spaces).

1.1.6 Gwyn Hall is an exciting development and is vital for the area.

1.1.7 Bryncoch Farm area should be protected due to its historical importance.

1.1.8 There is a limited amount of green space and facilities for young people in
Neath East.
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2.1 Built environment

2.1.1 Concern that new development, e.g. Tesco stores, have a different standard
of building here than elsewhere.

2.1.2 Parking is a problem throughout the spatial area, especially in Neath centre
and Skewen which has an effect on the retail. Better public transport is needed, more
parking opportunities or a ‘park and ride’ scheme.

2.1.3 Road standards in the area are poor e.g. road links around Tesco Neath
Abbey, northern road linking Swansea Valley.

2.1.4 We should invest in trains or trams to improve accessibility.

2.1.5 Crime an issue in the centre particularly near Victoria Gardens Bus Station
(poorly constructed). Better surveillance is needed in the centre to stop antisocial
behaviour.

2.1.6 Protection of historic buildings extremely important and should be at the
centre of what we are trying to achieve.

2.2 Natural Environment

2.2.1 Need to designate new and protect current green belts.

2.2.2 Eaglesbush Valley nature reserve is a positive aspect of the area and should
be promoted.

2.2.3 The canal system is a distinctive part of the area especially between Briton
Ferry and Neath. Improvements to facilities and accessibility were suggested.

2.2.4 Area around the ‘Galv’ between the canal and the river at Melin/Briton Ferry
has potential as a recreation/open space resource.

2.2.5 Rheola ponds should be developed and used.

2.2.6 The Ivy Tower is falling down and should be restored and open to the public.

2.2.7 Tyn yr Heol House is listed and fallen into disrepair - should be restored

2.2.8 Currently there is a lack of open spaces for the younger generation – e.g.
Bryncoch and Neath East.

2.3 Waste

2.3.1 Refuse collection and recycling facilities in the Neath area are good, although
there needs to be better advertising of when and what refuse is collected.

2.3.2 Recycling should be the main way of dealing with waste as it can be turned
into fuel.

2.3.3 Incineration utilising new and developing technologies should also be
promoted.
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2.3.4 Disposing of building waste is a major issue for many small construction
companies.

2.3.5 Placing recycling facilities within supermarkets are a good idea, however
they need to be emptied on a frequent basis.

2.3.6 There is a problem with people dumping rubbish on back lanes throughout
the area.

2.4 Renewables

2.4.1 Windfarms should be granted in moderation only – it’s unfair that NPT has
such a burden in order to meet the WAG’s targets.

2.4.2 Turbines are visually intrusive; they compromise the natural environment
and are too loud.

2.4.3 Small domestic turbines are preferred to large windfarms. Although it’s
important that small windfarms are efficient and viable.

2.4.4 For windfarms that are built there must be payback for the community -
investment through section 106.

2.4.5 Tidal and solar power would be preferred compared to wind energy.

2.4.6 Solar panels should be required as part of obtaining planning permission.
The builder and ultimately the house buyer would bear the brunt of the cost.

2.4.7 Power stations – Enough industry in Neath Port Talbot already - alternative
means of obtaining power should be sought.

2.5 Minerals

2.5.1 Minerals should be extracted by dredging from the sea with land based
resources saved for the future. Important however not to erode the beach through
marine dredging.

2.5.2 New technology solutions are needed as quarry stone and sand are
irreplaceable.

2.5.3 More should be made of using wood in construction – It’s a renewable
resource.

2.5.4 Stop extending the Selar opencast site.

2.5.5 Extensions keep being added to proposals for opencast sites after the original
proposal. If extension was included in original application it would be refused.

2.5.6 A resurgence in the mining industry does bring with it job opportunities but
can also affect the potential for tourism in the area.

2.5.7 Issue with industrial contamination, e.g. orange mine water. Important that
site can be restored following extraction of minerals.
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3.1 Is there enough houses in the area?

3.1.1 New housing is needed in Neath – the housing list is proof that new housing
is needed.

3.1.2 The plan needs to provide enough housing to give people the opportunity to
stay and live in their local area.

3.1.3 Existing housing stock should be used before building new, while new
development should be limited to infill and on Brownfield land.

3.1.4 Reintroduction of building improvement grant system could be important as
a way of renewing existing housing stock, but also to provide a significant boost to
the local economy.

3.1.5 ‘Communities’ not simply housing should be built by integrating local facilities
into new housing developments to avoid soulless communities.

3.1.6 Tonna and Skewen in particular need new housing.

3.1.7 There should be a review of the UDP housing policies – this review could
provide a reserve list of potential new housing sites to ensure a continual supply of
housing.

3.1.8 More family homes should be encouraged in Neath East especially around
Victoria Gardens as currently there is a lack in the area.

3.1.9 Higher density housing is not desirable – 2 storey buildings are sufficient.

3.1.10 Concern over the amount of private rented housing in Neath. Existing houses
are being bought and rented out, isolating potential house buyers.

3.1.11 Need more sheltered accommodation in communities.

3.1.12 More ‘homes for life’ should be built which are suitable for the communities
needs

3.1.13 Social housing for the elderly important – initiatives such as ‘extracare’
provision is important in helping people retain a degree of independent living.

3.1.14 Many elderly people living alone live within large family homes. Elderly
accommodations such as small bungalows should be built to free up the existing
housing stock.

3.2 Affordable housing

3.2.1 Lack of affordable housing is a real problem. There is a need for local authority
led or social housing programmes. It should be mixed-in with private housing and
not grouped.

3.2.2 Local Authority should consider compulsory purchasing empty properties,
especially those that are going into disrepair, and using them as affordable housing.
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3.2.3 Once a house has been designated as affordable it should remain that way.

3.2.4 A review is needed of the needs of the community to get an understanding
of where affordable housing should be located.

3.2.5 Affordable housing is important but a blanket approach of requiring 20%
contribution can be discriminatory to small developers and also self builders.

3.2.6 Concern of a potential stigma attached to affordable housing. Could
discourage people from buying.
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4.1 Are there enough job opportunities and if not what type should be attracted?

4.1.1 There is a lack of jobs within the area causing the younger generation to
leave or travel to work elsewhere.

4.1.2 There should be a mixture of employment opportunities especially quality
and well paid jobs.

4.1.3 Concern that a high percentage working in NPT live outside the County
Borough. Jobs in the County Borough need to reflect the skills and qualifications of
the local people.

4.1.4 The area needs more employer based training – mentoring schemes and
apprenticeships bridging the gap between school and the workplace.

4.1.5 Need to develop niche industries to promote the County Borough – Neath
market.

4.1.6 Small/medium local manufacturing industries should be encouraged.

4.1.7 There is enough business land allocated and brownfield land but the
infrastructure is a problem. Transport links need to be improved.

4.1.8 Mini industrial estates are currently not being used to their full capacity.

4.1.9 The introduction of major retailers into Neath has shut down smaller retailers
e.g. independent petrol stations cannot compete with the likes of Tesco.

4.1.10 Tourism potential in the area - Aberdulais Falls, Canal, history of Aberdulais,
Alfred Russel Wallace links, Neath Abbey Ironworks could attract tourism and jobs.

4.1.11 Developing wind farms and the resurgence of coal could provide jobs but
may affect the potential for a tourism industry.

4.1.12 Home working should be promoted but it is dependent on IT/technology.

4.1.13 Industries cannot be forced to locate in particular areas – areas need to
become attractive to these industries e.g. improved transport links.
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5.1 Are there adequate facilities in the area with good access?

5.1.1 Lack of dentists - Mobile dentist currently operates but many do not know
about it and needs to be better advertised.

5.1.2 Centralising health facilities is a bad idea – there is an access issue and, if
to be carried out, public transport needs to be improved.

5.1.3 It was also suggested that the centralisation of health facilities was welcomed.
Police stations and fire stations should also be centralised together with health
facilities.

5.1.4 Moving the hospital from Neath to Port Talbot has affected access for the
residents of the Neath area.

5.1.5 Need to improve public transport.

5.1.6 More community focused schools are needed. There are excellent facilities
within the schools that are inaccessible to the public.

5.1.7 The area needs more safe and controlled environments for children such as
facilities and open space opportunities.

5.1.8 Section 106 should be used more by investing in providing new facilities and
services for Neath.

5.1.9 Access to transport for the elderly hinges on the quality and frequency of
public transport.

5.1.10 The closure of post offices an issue as this results in the elderly having to
travel further to use such facilities.

5.1.11 A mobile GP service is needed to cater for the elderly and disabled.

5.1.12 There needs to be more public transport routes and more frequent services.

5.1.13 There needs to be more bus services from key facilities.

5.1.14 Public transport should cater more for the disabled.
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6.0.1 Planning is not flexible enough – things tend to be fixed for the plan period
and cannot change.

6.0.2 Due to the economic downturn there has been a reduction in planning
applications, there is doubt about whether things will happen and there is a lack of
finance. The plan is too rigid and stopping development when we should be
encouraging development.
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